
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter of Mt. Nebo United Methodist Church                February 2018 

 

       We are about to begin the season of Lent, which 

begins this year on February 14th with a community 

Ash Wednesday service at Trinity Reformed UCC (33 

Potomac Street).  

       Yes, I know that February 14th is also Valentine’s 

Day, and the romantic theme of that day does not 

blend in well with the Ash Wednesday 

admonition to “remember that you are 

dust, and to dust you shall return.” The 

clash of calendars comes from the fact that 

some holidays, like Valentine’s Day or 

Christmas, always fall on a specific date while others, 

like Easter or any of the special days of the season of 

Lent, do not. Easter is a “movable feast,” According to 

scripture, Jesus's death and resurrection occurred 

around the time of the Jewish Passover, which was 

and is celebrated on the first full moon following the 

vernal equinox. The date of Easter is always the first 

Sunday following the celebration of Passover, and the 

date of Passover changes because it is tied to a lunar 

calendar. The season of Lent begins 40 days before 

Easter, in remembrance of Jesus’ 40 days being 

tempted in the wilderness following his baptism.  

(The over-achievers among us may get out their 

calendars and note that there is a discrepancy. This is 

because Sundays don’t count. They are designated as 

Sundays “in” Lent rather than “of” Lent because Lent 

was generally regarded as a time of penitence, while 

every Sunday is to be a celebration of the resurrection 

rather than a penitential time.) 

       Many of us may have been raised on the practice 

of “giving something up for Lent.” This often takes the 

form of self-denial by choosing to fast from 

something meaningful to us. Giving up sweets like 

chocolate is a common choice and fasting and self-

denial are time tested spiritual disciplines. In our day, 

however, most of us are admonished by our doctors 

to reduce our caloric intake and limit these sorts of 

food anyway. On the basic emotional level, it may be 

difficult to distinguish fasting for spiritual reasons 

from dieting for health reasons. While both are good 

 

for us, one tends to color the significance of the other.  

For this reason, many Christians today choose to 

practice a Lenten discipline by denying themselves 

something other than a particular kind of food. Giving 

up, or at least curtailing, television or social media are 

increasingly common choices for this season. 

Another common dimension of Lenten 

disciplines is to take the time or money that 

we otherwise would have invested in the 

thing we have, for a season, given up and 

devote it to a more spiritual purpose. Some 

take the money that they would have spent on their 

favorite treat and donate it to a spiritual purpose like 

feeding the hungry or take the time they would have 

spent on social media or some other form of 

entertainment and devote that time to prayer, Bible 

reading, or some other form of spiritual discipline. 

       However you choose to do so, I encourage you to 

take to heart these words from the traditional liturgy 

of the Ash Wednesday service: 

“I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, 

to observe a holy Lent: 

by self–examination and repentance; 

by prayer, fasting, and self–denial; 

and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word.” 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Ray 
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FROM THE PULPIT 
 

Epiphany Sermon Series:  

“Jesus, Man of Mystery” 
 

February 4 

“Secrets, Secrets, Secrets” 

Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 11 

Transfiguration Sunday 

“Exposed” 

Mark 9:2-9 

 

Lenten Sermon Series: “Covenant” 
 

February 18 

“A Global Guarantee” 

Genesis 9:8-17 
 

February 25 

“Promises We Can’t Keep” 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Greeters:  

       8:15am – Michelle Turner & Jake Jones 

     10:45am – Skip & Cindy Kauffman 
 

 

Hospitality:  

         8:15am – Karen Shifler 

       10:45am – Karen Shifler 
 

 

Ushers: 

February – Team 2 (Basile) 
 

 

Refreshments: 

 Feb. 4 – Brittany Harding 

 Feb. 11 – Jeannette DeShazo 

 Feb. 18 – Karen Harne 

 Feb. 25 – Michelle Turner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS-GIVING FOR THANKS-LIVING 

 

 

Special thanks to the great helpers who gave of their time to take down all the beautiful Christmas 

decorations and pack them away for next year. 

 

Thank you to the Trustees and all that they do to keep Mt. Nebo up and running.  And thanks to those 

who spend Thursday mornings working around the church to keep it in good repair. 

 

Many thanks to all of those who work on Micah’s Backpack each time that Mt. Nebo is responsible to 

prepare the backpacks. 

 

Thank you to everyone who gave to support the United Methodist Church’s Human Relations Day 

programs. 

 

Our thanks to everyone in the church who has given of their time to volunteer to fill a position on one 

of our committees, to teach Sunday school, to sing in the choir, to help with church upkeep to organize 
youth programs, or to serve a mission opportunity.  Heartfelt thanks to you all. 

WORSHIP INFORMATION  
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Week One 
(Ash Wednesday to the First 

Sunday of Lent) 

Week Two Week Three 

Wednesday:   Mark 1.1–13  
Thursday:       Mark 1.14–28  
Friday:            Mark 1.29–45  
Saturday:        Mark 2.1–17 

Monday:          Mark 2.18–28  
Tuesday:         Mark 3.1–12  
Wednesday:    Mark 3.13–35  
Thursday:        Mark 4.1–20  
Friday:             Mark 4.21–34  
Saturday:        Mark 4.35–41  

 

Monday:          Mark 5.1–20  
Tuesday:         Mark 5.21–43 
Wednesday:    Mark 6.1–13  
Thursday:        Mark 6.14–29  
Friday:             Mark 6.30–56  
Saturday:         Mark 7.1–23  

 

Week Four Week Five Week Six Week Seven 
Mon:        Mark 7.24–37  
Tue:           Mark 8.1–21  
Wed:     Mark 8.22—9.1  
Thurs:        Mark 9.2–29  
Fri:           Mark 9.30–50  
Sat:          Mark 10.1–16  

Mon:      Mark 10.17–34  
Tue:       Mark 10.35–52  
Wed:        Mark 11.1–11  
Thurs:    Mark 11.12–33  
Fri:           Mark 12.1–17  
Sat:        Mark 12.18–37 

Mon:      Mark 12.38–44  
Tue:         Mark 13.1–23  
Wed:      Mark 13.24–
37 Thurs:      Mark 
14.1–11  
Fri:         Mark 14.12–31  
Sat:        Mark 14.32–
52 

Mon:      Mark 14.53–72  
Tue:         Mark 15.1–20  
Wed:      Mark 15.21–39  
Thurs:    Mark 15.40–47  
Fri:           Mark 16.1–8a  
Sat:        Mark 16.8b–20  
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 6 Adam Wadding  15 Lily Berg   25 Teri Baal 

 8 Jodi Murphy   16 Curt Hornbecker   Chris McClain 

 9 Scott Mullendore  18 Shawn Palmer  26 Dallas Snyder 

 10 Russell Keyes   20 Emily Himes   27 Jody Breeden 

  Ginny Strailman  22 Ashley Baal    Meaghan Collins 

 11 Ross Wysong    Julia Campbell  28 Richard Harris 

 13 Jakob Davidson   Erika Davidson 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

    Steve & Nancy Hartten  Feb. 16, 2013 

    Tim & Nicole Peck   Feb. 29, 2012 

 

  

  LENTEN STUDY 
 

       Beginning on Sunday, February 18, we will begin a Lenten Study of the Gospel of Mark. The study will be 

held during the Sunday school hour in the classroom directly below the pastor’s office. Mark is the shortest, 

and in many ways the foundational gospel. (Most bible scholars agree that Mark was the first to put the Good 

News of Jesus Christ into written form, and that the longer gospels of Matthew and Luke use Mark as a primary 

source.) Thus, Mark is an excellent place for those who may be relatively new to studying the bible to begin. 

       The main resource for this study will be the Gospel of Mark itself. We will have very brief daily reading 

assignments from Mark each day and will be guided by discussion questions drawn primarily from the book 

“Meeting God in Mark - Reflections for the Season of Lent” by Rowan Williams. A limited number of copies of 

this book have been ordered and will be available for $9.00. (It is also available in electronic format from 

Kindle or iBooks.) While this book will enhance your appreciation of Mark, it is not strictly speaking necessary 
to participate profitably in the class. The daily scripture readings will be as follows: 
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GADABOUTS 

 

       There were eleven of us that dined at Nick’s 

Airport Restaurant in January and had a delightful 

time.   It was made even better because the Lord 

provided fine weather compared to the weeks 

before that were freezing cold.  We did discuss 

many options for tantalizing our taste buds for this 

year and even a few theater performances.  It was 

decided to plan through August and mid-summer 

finalize the rest of 2018.  We sure hope you see 

something you would like to do with us, so mark 

your calendars and sign your name when 

appropriate.   Pencils ready?   

    

TUES., FEB. 6th Lunch and a movie. Since it is so 

cold and not a good time of year to drive around, 

we decided to do $5 day at the movies. Of course, 

we won’t know what is playing till closer to the 

date, so be attentive near the end of Jan. for movie 

and place to dine.  We are flexible, aren’t we?😊 

WED., MAR. 21st Dine at Shamrock Restaurant 

WED., APR.  11th   Dine at Dutch’s Daughter Rest.  

WED., MAY 30th   Dine at Parlor House in    

Waynesboro, PA 

WED., JUNE 20th  Totem Pole Theater to see “Ain’t 

     Misbehavin’” (lunch place to be chosen by May) 

TUES., JULY 24th  Dine at Captain Benders in  

     Sharpsburg and enjoy dessert across the street 

     at Nutter’s.  😉 

WED., AUG. 15th Totem Pole Theater to enjoy  

    Mamma Mia (dining options will be decided by 

    beginning of summer) 

  

       We do like to eat and laugh and enjoy the 

fellowship we have each time we are together.   

Would like to invite you to join us any time.   We are 

Blessed!!! 

Ann Wright 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
 

       Join us on February 4th following the late 

service for the UMM’s Annual Souper Bowl event.  

There will be a large variety of soups and desserts. 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

 
       A community Ash Wednesday Service will be 

held at Trinity Reformed UCC at 33 Potomac Street 

on February 14th at 7pm.  Join us as we begin the 

season of Lent with fasting and prayer.   

 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

       Though we haven’t had any of the white stuff 

yet, this could be the month it comes in. With safety 

being our top priority, the following will be the 

policy for church related activities when the 

weather is bad.  If the snow emergency plan is in 

effect, events are canceled.  The church website will 

be updated to reflect all cancellations, as well as 

being announced on WCRH 90.5FM and the church 

answering machine.  Be safe this season! 

 

 

BIBLICAL STORYTELLER EVENT 
 

       Join us on Sat., Feb. 3rd at 1:00pm as we enjoy 

international storyteller, Mike Cantley as he 

portrays Luke’s (Dis)orderly Account of Jesus and 

other stories of Jesus troubling the water.  This 

event is free and open to all…invite your friends 

and neighbors and come on out for a fun time. 
 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PLANS 

 

       VBS planning is already underway.  Our theme 

this year will be Shipwrecked.  We are looking for 

folks who feel led to be part of this very important 

ministry for our children.  We reach many, not only 

in our church, but in the community, with this 

ministry.  We will be having monthly meetings for 

now to make plans.  If you would like to hear more 

of what we’re doing, please join us on Sunday, Feb. 

11th at noon in the FLC.  You are not locked down 

to certain days to help, we will take any help you 

can offer.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Jenni Dorsey. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS/MINISTRY NEWS  
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MISSION MOUSE 

 

       Have you ever wondered where 

each moment of the day goes?  Can you 

make your moments count?  Time is 

one of the most valuable things that we 

have and the most appreciated gift you can give.  

Can you offer a bit of your time for others?  Mt. 

Nebo offers many opportunities to share some of 

your time.  We have a list of shut-ins, each of whom 

appreciates a visit.  There are many volunteer 

opportunities at Mt. Nebo.  There are many mission 

opportunities too.   

 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 

 

       On Friday, March 15th and/or Saturday, 

March 22nd, we have the opportunity to serve in 

New Windsor at the Church World Service Center.  

Our plan is to leave the church each day at 7:45 and 

spend the day doing service work.  On the 15th, we 

will be helping in the Materials Resources Center.  

There the usual task includes checking health kits 

to be sure they are complete before they are sent 

out.  With all the natural disasters, storms, floods, 

mudslides and fires; there has been a large demand 

for these health kits.  On the 22nd, we will serve in 

the SERRV area.  This means that we will be 

inspecting and re-packing fair trade gift items to be 

sent to area shops for sale. Youth are welcome with 

parental permission.  Lunch is served for all 

volunteers who work at least 6 hours.  15 

volunteers are needed on Friday and 20 are needed 

on Sat.  If you are interested in helping or if you 

have any questions, call Katie Smith at 240-707-

6044. 

 
 

UMW NEWS 
 

       There was no meeting in January due to several 

illnesses, but they are planning on meeting on 

February 20th at 10am.  Come out and join them 

as they make plans on how to serve others. 

 

 

 

MICAH’S BACKPACK 

 

       We are so thankful for the members of Mt. Nebo 

who give time each time Mt. Nebo is in charge of 

packing the backpacks to be sent home with 

students who do not have enough to eat.  At the 

present time we are not only packing backpacks of 

healthy food for elementary school students, we 

are packing for children in the upper grades.  This 

is a local mission and your support is wonderful.  

We always need small boxes of raisins and 

applesauce cups.  Thank you so much for your help. 

     Ruth Resh 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN’S NEWS 

 

       The Methodist Men support various missions 

and provide some funding for unbudgeted projects 

at Mt. Nebo.  In 2017, we funded projects totaling 

$3,992.  The primary mission support was $1,800 

to the Society of Saint Andrew and $500 to UMCOR 

for hurricane relief.  Mt. Nebo projects included 

$300 for dishwasher repair and $456 for new bus 

tires. 

       Our fund raising projects such as Souper Bowl, 

the May Golf Tournament and food booths at Shafer 

Park for Green Fest, July “4th” Fireworks and 

Boonesborough Days are our primary sources of 

income.  Thanks for your support. 

       Please join us at Souper Bowl, Sunday, Feb. 4 at 

11:45am.  Our next Men’s breakfast meeting is Sat., 

Feb. 10 at 8:30am in the parlor at Mt. Nebo.  All 

men are welcome. 

     Bruce Smith 

 

MT. NEBO YOUTH 

 

       Some of Mt. Nebo’s youth and leaders will 

attend “ROCK”, their annual retreat Jan. 26-28th in 

Ocean City.  Please pray for these young people to 

feel the spirit while there and for safety.  We will 

have pictures and news next month to share.  
 

 

 

MISSION & MINISTRY NEWS  
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TRUSTEES NEWS 

 

       The Trustees held their first meeting of the year 

on January 3rd. New members Tony Basile and Bill 

Kerns were welcomed. Suggestions for additional 

members to the committee are welcome. Nine 

members are suggested. Currently the committee 

has seven. Pastor Ray explained the role of Trustee 

members. The group reviewed a revised space use 

form and made suggestions. The church ice maker 

broke in November and the United Methodist Men 

have graciously agreed to replace it with some 

money also from community meals. Many thanks to 

the Men’s group and the community meals fund for 

this generous donation. The total cost is 

approximately $3,000.00.  

       There will be a work day scheduled for work in 

the Clopper House and an additional day scheduled 

for the church when the weather is more 

cooperative.  These work days will be scheduled to 

do some necessary repairs and maintenance in 

both buildings. The Trustees meet in the odd 

months of the year with the next meeting on the 

first Tuesday in March. 

                                Cindy Kauffman, Chair of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING 

 

       Thanks so much to all who gave generously at 

the end of the year toward our operating budget.  

Over the course of 2017 our budget per week 

required $4,076.00 to meet expenses.  Our actual 

average weekly income was $3,527.00.  

Fortunately, not all of the budgeted items were 

actually purchased.  Unfortunately, as previously 

reported, we were not able to pay all of our 

apportionments to the conference.  Our end of the 

year figures show that our giving as reflected in 

offerings was $183,452.25.  As you can see with an 

operating budget of $212,000.00, we ended the 

year with a shortfall. Our mortgage debt reduction 

giving from the congregation was $80,829.00 and 

$60,000 from the Preschool. For 2017, our monthly 

payments were $9,724. For 2018, our monthly 

mortgage is $8,032, thanks to Frederick County 

Bank renegotiating our loan.  Let’s continue to pray 

that 2018 will be a better year financially for Mt. 

Nebo U. M. C.!  

Yours in service,  

        Skip Kauffman, Finance Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTRY NEWS  

SUMMER CAMPS 

 

       There are several Christian summer camps available in our area.  Here is some information on them.  

You can pick up fliers at church by the back doors in the Gathering Room.   

 

Manidokan – a United Methodist camp located in the mountains of Washington County along the Potomac 

River across from historic Harpers Ferry, WV.  There are many camps available for grades 1-12.  Contact 

them by going online to funfriendsfaith.com or call 410-867-0991. 

 

West River – a United Methodist camp located in Anne Arundel County, 17 miles south of Annapolis, along 

the West River just minutes from the Chesapeake Bay.  There are many camps available for grades 1-12.  

Contact them by going online to funfriendsfaith.com or call 410-867-0991. 

 

Shepherd’s Spring Outdoor Ministry Center – a Church of the Brethren camp located at 16869 Taylor’s 

Landing Road in Sharpsburg.  There are many camps available for all ages from children to adults.  Contact 

them by going online to www.shepherdsspring.org or call 301-223-8193.   

 

Take advantage of these wonderful camps this summer…scholarships are available at all of them. 
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VIM TEAM NEWS 

 

       We now know we probably will be serving in 

Clendenin, Rainell or Richwood, WV. All three of 

these towns are part of three-sided bowl that is 

prone to flooding during times of heavy rain. This 

last session of flooding happened back in 2016 and 

while many people are back in their homes there is 

still a lot of work to be done. 

       We will be staying at one of the local churches 

with a kitchen, showers and sleeping areas. We 

won't really know how nice the facilities until we 

arrive April 15th. 

       Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 

21st at 7:00pm. This meeting will be a busy one as 

travel arrangements, packing and shopping for our 

supplies all need to be planned and completed 

before we leave. Keep us in your thoughts and 

prayers.  

       Thanks for your support as none of this would 

be possible without you!! 

     Cliff Wright 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTRY NEWS  

Church Office Hours: 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Friday  9am-1pm 

Office Phone: 301-432-8741 

Mt. Nebo email: mt.nebo@myactv.net 

Website: www.mtneboumc.com 

 

Sunday Event Times: 

8:15am Contemporary/9:30am Sunday 

School/10:45am Traditional Worship 

 

Pastor: 

Dr. Ray Roberson   Phone: 240-291-7260 

Email: rayroberson@icloud.com 

 

Staff: 

Minister of Music – Shari Palm 

Church Secretary – Patsy Campbell 

Organist/Keyboardist – Bonnie Joe Moore 

Nursery Attendants –Jen Mohl  

Sextons – Walter Wilhelm & Dennis Dorsey  

  

Mt. Nebo Christian Preschool 

Hours:  6am-6pm Monday – Friday  

301-432-6042 

 

Director:  

Ashley Fritz: director@mtnebocp.org 

Preschool Website: www.mtnebocp.org 

 

Newsletter Committee: 

Toni Wetzel, Katie & Bruce Smith, Pastor 

Ray, & Patsy Campbell  
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FEBRUARY 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

*FLC – Family 

Life Center 

**Sanctuary 

***Trinity 

Lutheran 

 

 

 

 

BB= 

Basketball 

  ***1pm 

Micah’s BP 

**7pm Choir 

**8:15pm 

Praise 

*6-10pm BB 

 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

**1pm Bible 

Storyteller 

Event 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

*Noon-Souper 

Bowl Event 

6pm Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

9am News. 

6-7pm Girl 

Scouts 

7pm Fin. 

Gadabouts 

*6-8pm BB 

**6:30-8pm 

We4Flutes 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

**7pm Choir 

**8:15pm 

Praise 

 

 

*6-10pm BB 

 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

8:30am 

UMM 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Transfiguration 

Sunday 

*Noon – VBS 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

7pm SPRC 

 

 

 

 

*6-10pm BB 

**6:30-8pm 

We4Flutes 

7pm Ash 

Wed. @ 

Trinity UCC 

*6-9pm BB 

**1-3pm 

Food Pantry 

**7pm Choir 

**8:15pm 

Praise 

*6-10pm BB 

 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

9:30am 

Lenten Study 

begins 

5:30pm Youth 

No School 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

10am UMW 

6-7pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

*6-8pm BB 

**6:30-8pm 

We4Flutes 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

**7pm Choir 

**8:15pm 

Praise 

 

 

*6-10pm BB 

 

 

 

 

 

**6-9pm BB 

8am SHARE 

25 26 27 28    

  

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 

6:30pm 

Preschool 

Board Mtg. 

 

 

*6-8pm BB 

 

 

 

 

 

*6-9pm BB 
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Mt. Nebo United Methodist Church 

134 S. Main Street 

Boonsboro, MD  21713 

Change Service Requested 

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY 

 
 

February 4th  
(following late service) 

 
Large variety of soups and desserts! 

 
Proceeds benefit Society of St. Andrew 


